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¢¢The First Amendment of the U.S. Constitution:Congress shall make o law réspecting -
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof' or abridging the

freedom of speech, or of the press, or the right of
to petition the Government for a redress of grlevb

B st Yo g az

£

x SN -

v ‘
IR ey -

~

s e o s G

ntroversial nudes:

ces.”?

=)

,.
AT S AR Y

Qi B £ 450 D

Busch says the

freedom of speech is similar

to freedom of choice when it

comes to viewing art. P

ggg!;g;,';gf"z THE BILL OF RIGHTS
years ago, pickets marched

ou Doug Buschs gallery to inside his windows.

P“’"“l et his display of nude pho-  mpe expibit femained intact for a

The protesters suggested that month.
Buseh cover the gallery windows. He To Busch, that episode underscored

suggbéted they didn’'t have to look

~

the importance of the First Amend-

people peaceably to assemble, and
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g Busch, owner of Busch Gallery & Studio, is protected in his artwork by the First Amendment. Nude
tos that he displayed in his gallery window were the target of a demonstration.

Photographer stood his ground

ment’s guarantee of freedom of speech
in his work as a photography artist,

Busch was originally commissioned
to do a photographic wall of nudes for
the Weis/Morris Gallery for Rockford
Artscene. The gallery doubles as a
beauty salon, so when a customer
complained, the exhibit was moved to
Busch’s gallery.

The collection featured nude street
people and nude models baring all of
their imperfections.

“I'm sick and tired of people think-
ing women should look like they've
come out of Playboy and men should

Please see Photographer, 48>

Photographer stood his ground

> Continued from Page 1B
look like they've come out of
Playgirl,” Busch said.

“You are what you are. There’s
nothing wrong with that. We all
have wrinkles and pimples. That's
what the statement was. It was
nothing grotesque, no weird pos-
itions, no pornography.”

The protests paralleled the con-
troversy over the exhibit of work
by the late photographer Robert
Mapplethorpe in  Cincinnati,
Busch said.

To Busch, the First Amend-
ment’s guarantee of freedom of
speech is akin to freedom of
choice.

The Mapplethorpe exhibit was
placed inside a separate room in
the Cincinnati art museum be-
cause of its controversial nature.

“Who made you go in that
room? No one is forcing you to go
in that room,” Busch said. “And
no one is forcing you to go into an
adult bookstore.”

Serles
ataglance

In recognition of Con-
stitution Week Sept. 17-
23, the Register Star is
publishing a seven-part
series on the first 10
amendments of the U.S.
Constitution, commonly
known as the Bill of
Rights.

Today's instaliment
looks at a Rockford artist
who appreciates his First
Amendment freedom of
speech.

The rest of the series:

Yesterday — Bill of
Rights freedoms mean

most to those who have
lost them.

Today — First Amend-
ment: The freedom of
speech.

Tomorrow —Second
Amendment: The right to
bear arms.

Friday — Fourth
Amendment: Limits to
searches and seizures.

Saturday — Fifth
Amendment: The right to
due process of law.

Sunday — Sixth
Amendment: Rights of
people accused of crime.

Monday — Eighth
Amendment: Prohibits
unfair bail, fines and
punishments for crimes.
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